
 
 

 

Students told holidays are time to 
make their voices heard 

 

29th September 2015
 

The Cicada Awards - a short film competition – is calling for students 
to let their imagination, creativity and passions flow by creating a 
short film with an environmental theme relevant to SEQ.  By making 
their voices heard like this they are in the running for great prizes.  
 

Now students keen on filming or animation and who want to help 
wildlife have an even greater chance of being heard with the 
introduction of a Junior (U12) category.   
 

Wildlife Queensland Bayside Branch’s award-winning short film 
competition is now in its third year and has captured the eye and 
heart of renowned oceanic cinematographer and founder of Ocean 
Ark Alliance, David Hannan.  As one of the judges on last year’s panel 
David said it was difficult to judge not only because of the high 
quality of films and messages, but because some entrants were 
under 10 and some 17 years of age.   
 

So the solution was to supplement the $1700 cash prizes donated by 
Wildlife Bayside and introduce a Junior Category with prize monies 
totally $1000 for entrants who are under 12 years of age. 
 

David said he has “offered the prize monies because the Cicada 
Awards align with the aims of Ocean Ark Alliance - supporting, 
sponsoring and promoting marine conservation and education”. 
Bayside Branch president Steve Homewood is delighted to have 
David’s support and sponsorship.  
 

Both David and Steve are agreed that the Cicada Awards will 
continue to encourage entries on diverse topics and the criteria 
remain the same.  They’ll be looking for little films with a big heart 
and the best overall conservation message.  
 

Entries close 15th October and students are encouraged to use their 
holidays to get their films produced.  “Two 10 year olds used an I-
phone during their holidays to take out the 1st Prize of $1000 last 
year so there’s still time to make your film and to have your voice 
heard” said Steve.    
 
More information: https://wildlifebayside.wordpress.com/cicada-award/ 

 

 
It’s the small creatures that 

run the world 
 

E O Wilson, Ecologist 

 

 

 Cicadas are small and 
noisy and we want our 
entrants to make a 
noise about, and for, 
wildlife.   

 

Steve Homewood 
President 

Wildlife Preservation 
Society Qld  

Bayside Branch 

 

 I started diving when I 
was 7 years old and 
since then we have 
lost over half of the 
world’s coral reefs.  
 

David Hannan 
Cinematographer  

 Founder, Ocean Ark 

 

 The more students that 

enter the Cicada Awards 

competition, the more 

that awareness can be 

directed to our 

environment, through a 

medium that is assured 

to turn heads and keep 

them fixed.  I can’t 

endorse this program 

enough – and I 

encourage kids young 

and old to get creative 

for natures sake!! 

Emily McHenry 
Outstanding Film Award 

2013-2014 

https://wildlifebayside.wordpress.com/cicada-award/

