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Judges to make a call on Cicada entries 
 

Exciting, entertaining and encouraging is how judges described the films entered in the 2013-2014 

Cicada Award.  An initiative of Wildlife Queensland Bayside Branch, the Cicada Award is a film and 

animation competition for students which aims to give them a voice on environmental matters. 

 

The impressive line-up of judges, which includes Redland –based Emmy award winning underwater 

cinematographer David Hannan, also considered their role to be challenging due to the high quality 

of the films.  Joining David in assessing the films against the competition’s criteria were Dr Jan 

Aldenhoven, Peter Wear, Tatjana Trotter, Paris Omerod and Steve Homewood. 

 

Entrants were asked to describe some aspect of the life of a single species or a particular habitat such 

as a wetland or forest within South-East Queensland (SEQ); or, to highlight a particular conservation 

issues in SEQ and suggest effective solutions.  The entries were to be based on facts (science), to be 

entertaining and to demonstrate competence in the art of filmmaking / animation. 

 

Any style or combination of styles was encouraged and a variety was received from students ranging 

in age from 8 to 18, some of whom attended film-making and editing workshops by Julie Geldard of 

VidPicPro.  Julie received a RCC Conservation Grant enabling her to conduct the workshops which 

increased the students’ skills and confidence. 

 

The Premiere Screening of 15 entries, announcement of winners and presentation of prizes will take 

place at IndigiScapes, Runnymede Road Capalaba on Friday 5th December.  The event starts at 6pm 

with a Sausage Sizzle provided by Cleveland Rotary.  MC for the evening is Redland City Councillor 

Paul Bishop who has a background in theatre and television and who still dabbles in film-making.    

RSVP by 1st December for catering purposes to bayside@wildlife.org.au 
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